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| believe the message of hope is extremely important at this time—for people throughout the
US and around the world. Many individuals are feeling quite insecure and anxious because of
economic problems, natural catastrophes, unstable governments in various parts of the world,
plus nuclear and terrorist threats. There is a hopelessness creeping into people’s mindsets as
they look at problems in their lives and all around them. There is also a sense of helplessness
among people who have lost jobs, homes, health, or loved ones. But the hope we can find

in the Bible is a sturdy reality—no matter what is happening in our lives or in the world. For
Christians, our hope is firmly anchored in the cross of Christ. Because He paid the penalty for
all our sins, we know that we are fully forgiven and that ultimately our story finishes well—at
the portals of heaven! Even now, as we live in the trenches of this world, we are assured that
God is in control and He is good.

Here are seven devotions excerpted from Jesus Always to carry the hope and joy of Easter

_Aurade Lo

| am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has dressed
me with the clothing of salvation and draped me in a robe of
righteousness. | am like a bridegroom dressed for his wedding or a
bride with her jewels.

—lsaiah 61:10 NLT
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| brought you out into a spacious place. | rescued you because | delighted in you. You are in

a spacious place of salvation—saved from being a slave to sin. Your salvation is the greatest,
most lavish gift you could ever receive. Never stop thanking Me for this infinitely precious gift!
Remember that you are royalty in My kingdom, where Glory-Light shines eternally. Live as a
child of Light, securely robed in radiant righteousness.

He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because
he delighted in me.

—Psalm 18:19

From March 10

From the fullness of My grace, you have received one blessing after another. Stop for a
moment, beloved, and ponder the astonishing gift of salvation—by grace through faith in Me.
Because it’s entirely a gift—not as a result of works—this salvation is secure. Your part is just to
receive what | accomplished for you on the cross, believing with the faith that was given you.
The best response to My bountiful grace is a heart overflowing with gratitude. Take time each
day to think about and thank Me for blessings in your life.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that
no one may boast.

—Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV
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| want you to draw water from the springs of salvation with Joy. These wells are unfathomably
deep, and they are filled to the brim with My blessings. The worth of your salvation is
inestimable, far greater than all of earth’s fortunes—past, present, and future. When your life
in this world ends, you will live with Me forever in a perfect environment filled with dazzling
Glory. You will worship Me with untold numbers of My followers, all of whom will relate to one
another with wondrous Love—and respond to Me with even greater Love.

Surely God is my salvation, | will trust and not be afraid. The
Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; he has become my
salvation.” With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

—lsaiah 12:2-3

From August 26

No matter what is happening in your life, you can be joyful in Me because | am your Savior.
Joy and thankfulness are closely connected. Give thanks to Me for My unfailing Love; tell of
My wonderful works with songs of Joy. My Love for you will never fail because | have already
paid the full penalty for your sins. It doesn’t depend on you! The more you thank Me—for your
salvation, My Love, and other blessings—the more you will realize how blessed you really are.

Yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will be joyful in God my Savior.
—Habakkuk 3:18
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| give you My shield of victory, and My right hand sustains you. | won the ultimate victory
through My sacrificial crucifixion and My miraculous resurrection! | did this for you, for all who
trust Me as Savior-God. | accomplished everything! Your part is just to believe: that you need a
Savior to pay the penalty for your sins and that | am the only Way of salvation.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through Me.”
—John 14:6 NKJV

From May 22

Since the moment of your salvation, | have been alive in your heart. The more room you make
for Me there, the more | can fill you with My Love. There are several ways to expand this space
in your heart. It’s crucial to take time with Me—enjoying My Presence and studying My Word.
It is also vital to stay in communication with Me. Finally, let My Love flow through you to
others—in both your words and your actions. This makes My Love in you complete.

| pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith.

—Ephesians 3:16-17
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As you come to know Me more intimately, you grow increasingly aware of your sins. This
presents you with a choice: to focus on your flaws and failures or to rejoice in My glorious
gift of salvation. When you keep your focus on my sacrifice for your sins, you live in the joyful
awareness that you are wonderfully loved. There is no greater Love than Mine, and it is yours
forever! The best response to such a fathomless gift is to /love Me with all your heart.

But | trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation.
| will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me.

—Psalm 13:5-6
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